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Beginner Fishing Gear Checklist Canada 2026

Use this starter checklist before buying tackle. Keep the first kit small, legal, safe, and easy to carry.

Starter Rod and Reel

e Medium-light or medium spinning combo

Reel spooled with fresh 6-10 Ib line

» Practice knots before the first trip

Rod sleeve or basic protection for travel

Core Tackle

Hooks in 2-3 useful sizes

Split shot or small sinkers where legal

Floats, swivels, and snap swivels

« Afew proven spoons, spinners, jigs, and soft plastics

Tools and Storage

» Fishing pliers or hook-removal tool
 Line cutter or scissors

o Compact waterproof tackle box

» Small towel and garbage bag for line scraps

CanadaFever.com - Check current local rules before fishing, keeping fish, using bait, boating, or travelling.
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Match Gear to Species, Water and Season

Most beginner mistakes happen because the kit ignores the fish, the water, or the weather.

Species Notes

« Panfish and trout: light line and small hooks
« Bass: soft plastics, spinnerbaits, and stronger hooks
« Pike: leader planning and longer pliers

» Walleye: jigs, live-bait rules, and low-light timing

Water Notes

e Shore: carry less and cover more water
« Canoe/kayak: prioritize PFD, dry storage, and compact tackle
» Boat: add net, measuring board, and weather plan

« River: check current, footing, and access before casting

Season Notes

e Spring: cold water safety matters

e Summer: sun, bugs, hydration, and fish handling

Fall: wind, shorter light, and warmer layers

» Winter: use dedicated ice gear and verify ice conditions

CanadaFever.com - Check current local rules before fishing, keeping fish, using bait, boating, or travelling.
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Buying Priorities, Safety and Trip Notes

Do not buy every lure first. Buy the gear that helps you fish legally, safely, and repeatedly.

Buy First

e Spinning combo

o Fresh line

o Small tackle box

o Pliers

» PFD if using any small craft

» Licence and regulation plan

Avoid First

» Oversized tackle bags

» Too many lures in one colour

o Cheap dull hooks

» Specialty rods before you know your water

 Ignoring PFD and cold-water risk

Trip Notes

» Waterbody:
o Target fish:

* Rules checked: yes / no
o What worked:

» What to change next trip:

CanadaFever.com - Check current local rules before fishing, keeping fish, using bait, boating, or travelling.



