
CANADAFEVER FIELD ASSET

Fishing Rod Finder Checklist Canada 2026
Use this worksheet before buying a rod. Start with the fish, water, lure weight, and technique, then
compare rod specs.

1. Target Species
Primary fish: _______________________________

Likely bycatch: ______________________________

Tooth risk: none / pike / musky / unknown

Typical size range: small / mixed / trophy potential

2. Water and Platform
Main water: pond / lake / river / reservoir / coastal

Platform: shore / dock / canoe / kayak / boat / ice shelter

Casting room: open / brushy / docks / weeds / current

Transport limit: one-piece / two-piece / travel rod needed

3. First Setup Decision
Beginner all-round: medium-light or medium spinning combo

Light trout and panfish: ultralight or light spinning

Bass and pike cover: medium-heavy casting or spinning

Winter: short ice rod matched to species
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ROD SPEC WORKSHEET

Match Specs Before Comparing Prices
A rod is only useful when its length, power, action, line rating, and lure rating match the job.

Length
5 ft to 6 ft 6 in: tight streams, kids, ice, kayak control

6 ft 6 in to 7 ft 2 in: most beginner and multi-species spinning

7 ft 2 in to 8 ft plus: longer casts, shore fishing, floats, salmon, trolling

Power and Action
Power is lifting strength: ultralight, light, medium, medium-heavy, heavy.

Action is where the rod bends: fast for sensitivity, moderate for trebles, slower for forgiveness.

Do not use a heavy rod for small trout or a light rod for big pike.

Line and Lure Rating
Write the rating printed on the blank before buying line.

Line rating: _______________________________

Lure rating: _______________________________

Main lure weights you actually use: __________________________
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BUYING AND TRIP CHECK

Avoid the Common Rod Mistakes
Use this final check to avoid buying a rod that looks good online but feels wrong on Canadian water.

Before Buying
Hold or compare handle length when possible.

Check reel seat comfort and guide alignment.

Confirm rod sections fit snugly on two-piece rods.

Make sure the lure rating covers your real lures, not imaginary future lures.

Safety and Rules
Check provincial fishing rules before using bait, barbs, lead, live fish, or special species gear.

Use a PFD when fishing from boats, kayaks, or canoes.

Use pliers and leaders when pike or large toothy fish are possible.

After Trip Notes
What rod did you use?

What felt too heavy, too light, too short, or too long?

What lure weight loaded the rod best?

What would you change before the next trip?
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